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By Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
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A bittersweet memoir of growing up poor and white in America’s
rural heartland

A classic in contemporary Oklahoma literature, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s Red
Dirt unearths the joys and ordeals of growing up poor during the 1940s and
1950s. In this exquisite rendering of her childhood in rural Oklahoma, from
the Dust Bowl days to the end of the Eisenhower era, the author bears witness
to a family and community that still cling to the dream of America as a repub-
lic of landowners.

“Red Dirt simply blew my socks off. This tough-minded, wonderfully evoca-
tive autobiography from the other end of Route 66 is nothing less than the
secret history of poor white people in America.”—Mike Davis, from the
Foreword

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz is Professor of Ethnic Studies and Women’s Studies

at California State University, East Bay. She is the author of Blood on the
Border: A Memoir of the Contra War, Roots of Resistance: Land Tenure in
New Mexico, 1680—1980, and Outlaw Woman: A Memoir of the War Years,
1960-1975. Mike Davis is Professor of History at the University of California,
Irvine. His most recent book is Planet of Slums.
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